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1 . NAME ( i n d i c a t e p re fe r red name) 

7 0 8 - 7 0 8 1 /2 N o r t h Howard S t r e e t 

and/or common A . T . J o n e s C o s t u m e R e n t a l 

2. Location 
street & number 7 0 8 ~ 7 0 8 V 2 N ' H o w a r d S t r e e t ___ not for publication 

Ba l t imore Saenth 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

M a r y l a n d B a l t i m o r e 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
___ district ^-«— public ""^ occupied agriculture museum 
^Cv building(s) J'~" private unoccupied ; g c commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 

. object in process X2C yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

i-v n o t app l i cab l e no military other: 

4. O W n e r O f P r O p e r r t y (give names and mai l ing addresses of a l l owners) 

A . T . J o n e s & S o n s , I n c 
name 

708 N. Howard S t r e e t 
street & number te lephone no. : 

B a l t i m o r e MD 2 1 2 0 1 
city, town s t a t e and z ip code 

5- Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deed&affctimore c i t y C o u r t h o u s e l iB6B3093 

street & number 100 N. C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 610 f o l i o 495 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title _ _ _ 

date federal state county local 

- - posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. B-4370 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered 2£ original site 
good ruins _2L_ altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Resource Count: 1 

This circa 1910 commercial building faces east on N. Howard 
Street and is flanked by partywall structures. The enframed window 
wall building is three stories tall with the center section of 
glazing contrasted against the dark brick masonry laid in simple 
geometric patterns. The street frontage is 22/10" and the depth is 
150'. 

This shed-roof building has a partywall structure to the north 
(710 North Howard Street) that has similar brick work indicating 
that the two buildings were constructed at virtually the same date; 
the seam between the two indicates, however, that they were 
conceived of and constructed as separate structures. 

The first story was substantially remodelled during the post-
World War Two period. The facade consists of a central large plate 
glass display window with the recessed shop front entrance (#708) 
located to the south and a separate recessed entrance (#708 1/2) to 
the upper floors to the north. The brick work around the doors has 
been altered. A large stucco panel for a sign board stretches 
above the doors and windows. 

The second and third stories are intact. Each story has a 
large tripartite window centered on the facade. The windows on the 
second floor are taller than those of the third. All the windows 
are sash, the only variation being that the second story windows 
have a 3/1, 5/3, 3/1 pattern of lights and the third story windows 
have a 3/1, 5/1, 3/1 pattern. This central window area is divided 
by brick spandrels between the second and third stories. The 
bricks are laid in a geometric pattern that form rectangular 
outlines; the corner blocks of the rectangles are further accented 
by the use of square granite blocks. 

A tall parapet wall rises above the third story, creating a 
false fourth story. The wall is ornamented by bricks laid in a way 
to create rectilinear outlines echoing (but simpler than) the 
rectangular spandrels below. A boldly projecting cast iron cornice 
bisects the parapet wall. A pair of large brackets support the 
cornice which is further embellished by a row of smaller brackets 
running below. The parapet is capped by a smaller cornice of 
corbelled metal back bands. 

The back (west) wall is three stories with industrial windows 
at each story. A fire escape runs down the back. 

The interior is partially accessible. The first floor of #708 
is used as a display and storage area for costumes. The plan is 
open with a step up in the floor level towards the back of the 
building. The brick walls are not plastered and a wood coat rail 
is nailed to the south wall. The entire first floor ceiling is 
covered with pressed tin. The floors are laid in large tiles. 



B-4370 
708-708 1/2 North Howard Street 
Baltimore, MD 
Section 7 Description 
7.1 

The recess of the two entrances has the effect of creating a 
projecting display window. A shelf is built into the base of the 
window to create a display counter. Remnants of a curtain rod 
holder on the jambs suggests there was once a cafe curtain behind 
the display goods. 

The entrance of #708 1/2 opens on to a steep flight of stairs 
that rises towards the back (west) of the second floor. 



8. Significance survey NO. B-4370 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

_ 1500-1599 ___ agriculture economics literature sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 _ L _ architecture education military social/ 

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 _2L_ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_x_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect unknown 

check: Applicable C r i t e r i a : A B X C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e ~_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

The a r ch i t ec tu r a l design of t h i s t h r e e - s t o r y , one-bay, 
commercial bui lding i s an example of an enframed window wall with 
Art Deco d e t a i l i n g . Archi tec tura l h i s to r i an Richard Longstreth 
wri tes t h a t the enframed window wall design was "most commonly used 
for r e t a i l s to re s" and t h a t the design " r e f l ec t s an e f fo r t t o give 
grea ter order to the facade composition of small and moderate-sized 
commercial bu i ld ings ." 1 The t r i p a r t i t e windows in the second and 
t h i r d s t o r i e s ind ica te the commercial usage of the upper s to ry , as 
well as the f i r s t s to ry . The separate f i r s t - s t o r y entrance 
accessing the upper s t o r i e s suggests t h a t the bui lding was 
constructed to hold more than one tenant , and t h a t separate 
entrances were des i r ab le . This separat ion of zones and access 
fur ther suggest t h a t the building was not used as a combination 
retai l -manufacturing space for one business . 

The ear ly Art Deco d e t a i l s of geometric br ick work and 
cont ras t ing glazed t i l e accents i s seen on several bui ldings in the 
Howard S t ree t d i s t r i c t . This p a r t i c u l a r bui lding i s notable for 
i t s partywall mate to the north which picks up on the iden t i c a l 
d e t a i l s but expresses them s l i g h t l y d i f f e r en t ly . Thus the two 
buildings can be read as pa i r of Art Deco experiments. 

The th ree - s to ry height i s ind ica t ive of the middling land 
values in t h i s sect ion of Howard S t r ee t . Further south, four- and 
f ive-s to ry buildings predominate, but in t h i s edge sect ion of 
Howard S t r ee t , three s t o r i e s are the ru le for both n ine teenth- and 
twentieth-century bui ld ings . 

The post-World War Two a l t e r a t i o n s to the f i r s t s to ry created 
a "modern" commercial design a e s t h e t i c . The use of t r a d i t i o n a l 
mater ia ls such as p l a t e glass was expanded upon to modernize the 
appearance of the s t r e e t - l e v e l shop in to a f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g display 
window. The configuration of the recessed ent rances , however, 
appear to be o r i g i n a l . 

1 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main S t r e e t , pp. 69, 68. 



9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s survey NO. B-4370 

Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street (Washington: 
Preservation Press, 1987). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Quad Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A i i I I I i I i i I I • I i I i i l B l • I M , I | , I I , I i I , , I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c U I I . I , » I I • I • I , | I P | | I I I , I , | I I | I 
E U J I I I I I I I I • I i I i . I F L J J I l i I i • I I • I • I i i 

G L L J I I I I I I I I I I I I • • | H |_J I I i | i i | | i | , | , i | 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title D i a n e S h a w , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization CHAP, Room 1037 date D e c e m b e r 1 8 , 1 9 9 1 

street & number 4 1 7 g ' Fayette Street telephone 301-3 96-4866 

Baltimore mtmtm MD 
city or town state -LU 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea t ed by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a r e being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infr ingement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p roper ty r i g h t s . 

' MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

r e t u r n t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trus t 100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
Shaw House CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 
21 S t a t e C i r c l e 301-514-7600 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



B-4370 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 
' Industrial/UrbannDpminance. 1870-1930 Hoaern Period, T93u-present. 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

/ 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Commercial 

Known Design Source: 
None 








